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Heagney Opposes State Budget 
 

 

Simsbury Legislator Says Priorities Are Out Of 
Place 

HARTFORD- State Representative Rob Heagney (R-
Simsbury) voted in the early morning hours against the 

proposed state budget document offered by legislative Democrats. Heagney cited the 
heavy increase in taxes and spending, as well as the violation of the state spending cap 
and the squandering of the state surplus as his primary reasons for voting no. 

“This budget increases spending 8.9%, cuts absolutely no spending, and blows through 
the publicly established Constitutional spending cap by $110 million,” said 
Representative Heagney. “It squanders $650 million of the $700 million surplus, and 
includes $738 million in new taxes. It is inconceivable to me that we are going to 
increase taxes when we have a $700 million surplus, in the state that is already the 
highest taxed state per capita in the entire country.” 

Heagney observed that the budget also contains a set-aside slush fund of $18 million, 
which could not be explained adequately by the Appropriations or Finance Committee 
chairs. 

“The Democrats defeated an amendment to give a tax break to Veterans with some of 
those funds,” said Representative Heagney. “I guess it’s more important to them to pass 
out political patronage and favors than it is to support those who served our nation. On 
the 61st anniversary of D-day, it’s especially insulting.” 

Particularly unsettling to Heagney was the fact that of the 8.9% increase in spending, 
only 2% was allocated to increasing municipal education funding. “This demonstrates 
pretty conclusively that the Democratic majority does not consider education a priority, 
and does not take seriously the educational needs of Connecticut’s children.” 

The budget passed mostly on a party line vote, where Democrats hold a two-to-one 
majority in the House. The bill now heads to the state Senate for approval there.  

 


